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The Need for a Specialized Program to Prepare Elementary School Teachers As
Perceived by Instructors of Saudi Colleges of Education

Amani Kh. Al-Ghamdi

Associate Professor, Curricula and Instruction Department, College of Education, Dammam University,
Kingdom of Saudi Arabia

Abstract

This study was conducted to assess Colleges of Education instructors’ perception regarding the
need for and implementation of a specialized program to prepare Saudi Arabia’s next
generation of elementary classroom teachers. It also aimed at identifying the variables
influencing their perceptions. Variables included: area of expertise, academic degree,
university for which they work and gender. The study sample consisted of 89 instructors from
King Saud University, King Faisal University and the University of Dammam. Descriptive and
comparative analysis were used. A questionnaire for open interviews was administered to a
study sample of 60 specialized supervisors and administrators to identify possible justifications
underpinning the introduction of such a program. Instructors seem to strongly support the
necessity to introduce this program; their motives came as follows: educational 84%,
professional 83% and managerial 82%. Furthermore, results revealed no statistical significance
in the respondents’ views that can be attributed to their gender, area of expertise, academic
degree or university for which they work. This appears to consolidate the idea of the urgent
need for this program. The paper recommends encouraging teachers to take up elementary
classrooms. It also recommends the necessity to activate CD programs’ evaluation process in
line with TQM standards for the improvement of their programs and learning outcomes.

Keywords: Preparatory program, Elementary school teachers, Kingdom of Saudi Arabia.
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