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An Evaluative Study of the University of Jordan’s Early Childhood

Education Bachelor’s Program

Tagreed F. Abu Taleb and Khaleel M. Balawi *

ABSTRACT

The main purpose of this study was to evaluate the Bachelor’s Early Childhood Education Program at the University of Jordan. The study’s
sample consisted of two groups of students: second and third year early childhood students (N=121) and fourth year graduating early
childhood students (N=40). Data was collected through a self-developed questionnaire that consisted of two sections the first of which included
eight dimensions with several related items and the second consisted of an open-ended question related to suggestions for improving the
program. Data analysis revealed that students viewed the number of computers as insufficient. Although students were highly satisfied with
their professors, they indicated the importance of including more practical experiences within the program’s major and elective courses and the
use varying evaluation strategies. As for guidance, students were moderately satisfied with the services provided but were highly satisfied with

the program in general for its capabilities in providing students with the skills necessary for their profession,

Keywords: Program evaluation, teacher preparation, early childhood education, University of Jordan.
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An Evaluative Study of the University of Jordan’s Early Childhood

Education Bachelor’s Program

Tagreed F. Abu Taleb and Khaleel M. Balawi *

ABSTRACT
The main purpose of this study was to evaluate the Bachelor’s Early Childhood Education Program at the

University of Jordan. The study’s sample consisted of two groups of students: second and third year early
childhood students (N=121) and fourth year graduating early childhood students (N=40). Data was

collected through a self-developed questionnaire that consisted of two sections the first of which included

eight dimensions with several related items and the second consisted of an open-ended question related to

suggestions for improving the program. Data analysis revealed that students viewed the number of

computers as insufficient. Although students were highly satisfied with their professors, they indicated the

importance of including more practical experiences within the program’s major and elective courses and

the use varying evaluation strategies. As for guidance, students were moderately satisfied with the services

provided but were highly satisfied with the program in general for its capabilities in providing students

with the skills necessary for their profession.
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